This listing of claims represents the current claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims ; 

1. (previously presented) A method of improving the mechanical 
strength of a membrane comprising the step of: 

providing an aliphatic polyolefin selected from the group 
consisting of polyethylene, polypropylene, copolymers thereof; 

blending less than 10 percent by blend weight of a 
thermoplastic olefin elastomer selected from the group consisting 
of: ethylene -propylene rubbers, ethylene -propylene -diene terpolymer 
rubbers, and combinations thereof at; 

forming a microporous sheet by a dry stretch method; 

where said microporous sheet exhibits greater puncture 
strength than a similar microporous sheet having no said 
thermoplastic olefin elastomer. 

2. (original) The method of Claim 1 wherein the elastomer 
comprises about 2 to 10 percent by blend weight. 



3. (original) The method of Claim 2 wherein the elastomer 
comprises about 3 to 7 percent by blend weight. 



4 . (previously presented) The method of Claim 1 wherein the 
microporous sheet has a Gurley air permeability less than 3 5 
seconds/lOcc . 

5. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 4 wherein the 
microporous sheet has a Gurley air permeability less than 25 
seconds/lOcc . 

6 . ( cancelled) rfe & ---ffiefchod— ef ■----■gia^im^l-^wher c i n the 
polyol efina selected from po lyethyle n e, — go 1 yp r opy-lenei — c o po l y m ers 
trhe-ree#~; — a-nd— ©-tends— ttee^eefr 

7 . ( cancelled) T-he-metrh od of G 3ra-i-m— 3r-w-he^ein— the 
therm op lastic olef in elastomer is s el e c t e d from th e— g roup of 

ethylene— p^epy-lnene— rubbers , — e-te-hy-lene pr epyl-ene—di-ene— -fcerp o lym e-r 

- rubber , — and combinations th e r eof. 

8. (cancelled) fi-mefefeed o f i mproving the m e chani cal st rength 
ef— -a— membr aae- e^mpr-i-s-ing— -t he a t ep—e-i-r- 

p^eewrdin g a m -icro po r ouo sheets-halving— a— G urley stir 

p o rm o ability l es s tha n 35 occ ondo/lOcc co m p r isi ng a b lo nd of an 
aliphatic poly olef in selected — fre m the g r oup c o ns is t ing of 
pe-lye-t-hyie-nei — polypropylene — eepeiyFRe-rs- -t-h-e reef '- — and • blonds 
-the reof , — a nd a thermoplastic olefin elast omer b e ing select e d from 
-the— g-reup— ee-n-sirS-fe-ing—e-f— e^hyiene^r^yienre— r^tibbe^s-; — e-fehy-le-ne— 
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propylene - d-i-enc te rp elryme-r rubbers-, — and— eemkinat-: 
the claotomcr comprisin g— -3 — to 7 per c ent by ble n d 



ight . 



9. (withdrawn) A diffusion membrane comprising: 

a dry stretched microporous sheet comprising a blend of 
an aliphatic polyolefin and a thermoplastic olefin elastomer, the 
elastomer comprising less than 10 percent by blend weight, the 
polyolefin being selected from the group consisting of 
polyethylene, polypropylene, copolymers thereof, and blends 
thereof, the thermoplastic olefin elastomer being selected from the 
group consisting of ethylene -propylene rubbers, ethylene -propylene - 
diene terpolymer rubbers, and combinations thereof. 

10. (withdrawn) The membrane of Claim 9 wherein the elastomer 
comprises between 2 and 10 percent by blend weight. 

11. (withdrawn) The membrane of Claim 10 wherein the 
elastomer comprises between 3 and 7 percent by blend weight. 

12. (previously presented) A method of improving the 
mechanical strength of a microporous membrane comprising the step 
of: 

providing an aliphatic polyolefin selected from the group 
consisting of polyethylene, polypropylene, copolymers thereof, and 
blends thereof; 
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blending a thermoplastic olefin elastomer selected from 
the group of ethylene-propylene rubbers, ethylene - propyl ene-diene 
terpolymer rubbers, and combinations thereof at less than 10 
percent by blend weight; 

forming a microporous sheet by a dry stretch process; 

where said microporous sheet exhibits greater tensile 
strength than a similar microporous sheet having no said 
thermoplastic olefin elastomer. 

13. (previously presented) The method of Claim 12 wherein 
the elastomer comprises about 2 to 10 percent by blend weight. 

14. (previously presented) The method of Claim 13 wherein 
the elastomer comprises about 3 to 7 percent by blend weight. 

15. (previously presented) The method of Claim 12 wherein the 
microporous sheet has a Gurley air permeability less than 35 
seconds/lOcc . 

16 . (previously presented) The method of Claim 12 wherein 
said microporous sheet exhibits greater puncture strength than a 
similar microporous sheet having no said thermoplastic olefin 
elastomer . 



